[PRESS RELEASE]

FRANCE AND SINGAPORE SIGN CULTURAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT TO
DEEPEN COLLABORATIONS AND CREATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ARTISTS
Paris, France, 12 November 2019 – Minister for Culture, Community and
Youth (Singapore) Grace Fu and Minister for Culture (France) Franck Riester signed
the Cooperation Agreement between Singapore and France on Enhancing Cultural
Cooperation today.
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2019 marks the tenth year of the 2009 Agreement between Singapore and
France on Cultural Cooperation between Singapore and France. The agreement was
signed in 2009 by then-Minister for Foreign Affairs George Yeo and then-Minister of
Foreign and European Affairs of French Republic Bernard Kouchner. Since then,
cultural institutions and practitioners of Singapore and France have worked closely
together on mutually-beneficial exchanges, exhibitions and other events such as the
Singapour en France – le Festival in 2015 and various editions of the Voilah! France
Singapore Festival. These platforms have provided opportunities for both countries to
learn from one another and showcase the best of their respective arts and cultural
offerings.
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The 2019 agreement builds on the 2009 agreement and underscores
Singapore’s and France’s shared commitment to further developing and strengthening
cultural and artistic partnerships in the arts and heritage sectors. This will include
collaborative exchanges between France and Singapore, artistic exchanges in the
areas of visual arts, performing arts and literary arts, and knowledge sharing between
our museums.
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Minister Fu said, “The collaborations Singapore and France have had over the
past 10 years created many exciting opportunities for artists and creatives of both
countries, and brought new and varied offerings to audiences in both countries. With
this new agreement, we hope to explore even more projects that will support efforts to
enrich our respective arts and cultural scenes, and develop capabilities among our
cultural and creative practitioners. France is widely respected for its rich artistic and
cultural heritage. We look forward to learning and working with them in areas such as
museology and digital innovation, to the conservation and preservation of heritage.”
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Minister for Culture, Community and Youth Grace Fu signing the Singapore-France
Cultural Cooperation Agreement with Minister Culture (France) Franck Riester in
Paris
About the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY)
The Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth seeks to inspire Singaporeans through
the arts and sports, strengthen community bonds, and promote volunteerism and
philanthropy. Since its inception in November 2012, MCCY has been actively
engaging the arts, heritage, sports, community and youth sectors. The Ministry aims
to bring into sharper focus the efforts to build a more cohesive and vibrant society, and
to deepen a sense of identity and belonging to the nation. MCCY will work with its
stakeholders to create an environment where Singaporeans can pursue their
aspirations for a better quality of life and together, build a gracious and caring society
we are proud to call home.
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